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By Richard Leighton
August in Maine is the 

best month to see our widest 
range of dragonflies, those 
beautiful creatures that have 
evolved from prehistoric 
monsters into scientific mod-
els for the latest drones and 
other modern flying objects. 
Thus, it seems to be a good 
time to debunk some frightful 
myths about these insects and 
describe some of their fasci-
nating features.

Before we get into any 
detail, let’s debunk a myth 
that might make you hesitate 
about even thinking of drag-
onflies: They will not sting 
or bite you (or the horse that 
you rode in on). They might 
tickle you (and your horse) a 
little, but they won’t hurt you 
(or her).

Admittedly, dragonflies do 
have a scary name in English 
and many European lan-
guages. But that’s just part of 

their man-made mythology. 
A leading theory is that they 
were named to reflect the leg-
end of the devil turning St. 
George’s horse into a flying, 
dragonlike insect.

Hence, a popular alternate 
name for them over the years 
has been “horse stingers.” 
Children also were told, in 
days of yore, that if they lied, 
these “devil’s darning needles” 
or “ear-cutters” would sew the 
youngsters’ mouths, eyes and/
or ears shut, or cut their ears.

Attitudes toward dragon-
flies may be rooted in cul-
tural concepts. In the western 
world, these insects often have 
been associated with our cul-
ture’s inordinate fear of super-
natural evil. In China, dragon-
flies reportedly are the soul of 
a good dragon. In that country 
and Japan, these insects are 
beloved symbols of good luck, 
prosperity and harmony. They 
frequently are represented 
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The 12-spotted skimmer dragonfly displays 12 white 
spots that flicker across its wings and torso when it does 
its amazing maneuvers. One probably can be seen now at 
a pond near you.

In the Right Place

see RIGHT PLACE page 2

STONINGTON — 
Broadway will soon be 
back in Stonington as four 
veteran Broadway enter-
tainers bring their soaring 
voices to the stage for two 
concerts at the Stonington 
Opera House.

Opera House Arts 
favorites John McVeigh 
and Fred Rose will be 
joined by Cynthia Kauff-
man and Mollie Vogt-
Welch for this popular 
annual event. They will 
be accompanied by Sean 
Forte on piano.

Opening Doors, 
on Thursday, Aug. 21, 
at 7 p.m., will include 
songs exploring new 
horizons and some of 

Opera House Arts 

welcomes back singers 

and tunes from world 

of musical theater
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Veteran Broadway entertainers (clockwise from lower 
left) Cynthia Kauffman, John McVeigh, Mollie Vogt-
Welch and Fred Rose will perform at the Stonington 
Opera House Aug. 21 and Aug. 24. see BROADWAY page 2

SOUTHWEST HAR-
BOR — Sarah Matthewson 
is coming home to Mount 
Desert Island, stitching 
together her past and pres-
ent with “Memory Flies 
Home” at the Wendell Gilley 
Museum, the first museum 
exhibition of her textile art. 
“Memory Flies Home” will 
be at the Gilley from Aug. 
12 through Nov. 1.

Matthewson, the daugh-
ter of multimedia artist 
Carol Shutt and ceramic 
artist Rocky Mann, was 
born and raised in Bar Har-
bor among, as she described 
in a press release from 
the Gilley, “deep red blue-
berry barrens, granite cliff 
beaches and pine-draped 
mountains.” She now lives 
in England with her spouse 
and two children.

“When I was a child,” she 
said, “there was a birdfeeder 
outside our dining room 
window, white and forest 
green with a deer antler 
for a perch. Every morning 
I would watch as a riot of 
birds took their turn at the 
seed: Gold and purple finch, 
nuthatches, chickadees; 
constant evening grosbeaks 
and the rare rose-breasted 
one, all fought for their 
space. In the winter snow 
would cover the feeder and 
only the chickadees and 
nuthatches would remain, 
but when spring warmed 
the earth, the birds would 
return. In this show I’ve 
been able to explore these 
birds of my past as well as 
the beautiful landscapes of 
Acadia.”

“Memory Flies Home” 
includes bird portraits that 
Mathewson created using 
an embroidery method 
known as “silk shading” or 

Bar Harbor native 

returns to MDI with 

textile art show
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Sarah Matthewson

see TEXTILE page 4

ELLSWORTH — The Acadia 
Choral Society has announced the 
beginning of rehearsals for its fall 
2025 season.

Rehearsals begin Tuesday, Sept. 
9, at 7 p.m. at the Moore Commu-
nity Center, located at 125 State St. 
in Ellsworth. Everyone is invited 
to join and be part of this musical 
adventure.

The choir will spend this fall 
semester preparing for a set of con-
certs on Dec. 5 and 6. The music 
the choir will perform will cele-
brate winter stillness, community 
and a celebration of the holidays.

Acadia Choral Society (ACS) 
is excited to have Rebecca DeWan 
return as the choir director. DeWan 
is the assistant professor of choral/
general music education at the 
University of Maine.

Additionally, ACS will be 
accompanied by Julia Morris-My-
ers. A noted keyboardist and for-
mer St. Saviour’s music director, 
Morris-Myers brings a wealth of 
experience to enhance the chorus’s 

musical presentation.
ACS welcomes singers from the 

community to join and be part of 
this exhilarating musical journey. 
Whether experienced vocalists or 
interested in exploring the joy of 

singing, prospective participants 
are invited to join in on Tuesday 
evenings for a fun and enriching 
experience.

For more information about 

Acadia Choral 

Society set to start 

rehearsals for fall 

2025 season
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The Acadia Choral Society

By Steve Fuller
ELLSWORTH — On 

Friday night, Aug. 8, 
1975, Noel Paul Stookey 
took to the stage at The 
Grand in downtown 
Ellsworth as the former 
movie theater reopened 
to the public as The Han-
cock County Auditorium.

“Approximately 600 
men, women and chil-
dren” filled the space 
for Stookey’s two-hour 
program, The Ellsworth 
American reported at the 
time (with a photo and 
caption tucked in next 
to the town news from 
Hancock and Osborn), 
and all of them “were 
spell-bound as Stookey 
rendered his well-
known version of ‘Puff 
the Magic Dragon.’”

Though that precise 
moment in time cannot 
be repeated, The Grand 
came pretty close to 
doing so this past week.

“It has been said 
that history repeats 
itself,” a psychoanalyst 
named Theodor Reik 
wrote in 1965. “This is 
perhaps not quite cor-

rect; it merely rhymes.”
On Saturday, Aug. 9, 

2025, Stookey returned 
to The Grand stage 
for another show (he’s 
been back a few other 
times to perform in the 
past half-century, most 
recently in December of 
2023).

The audience was a bit 
smaller — there are a cou-
ple hundred fewer seats in 
The Grand today — but 
“Puff the Magic Dragon” 
was once again on the 
setlist, and the audience 
seemed as spell-bound 
by everything Stookey 
sang and said, as one 
imagines the audience 
was in 1975.

The Blue Hill resi-
dent opened with “In 
These Times,” written 
in 2007, but which 
seemed to resonate 
almost two decades 
later:

“The ship of state 
is drifting; it’s getting 
hard to steer

It’s a complicated 
issue but the direc-
tion’s pretty clear

and ‘each of us’ 

is who we need to get to 
there from here …”

Stookey told the 

audience that he owed 
a lot to The Grand, not 
least for “supporting folk 

Stookey returns to The Grand in Ellsworth 50 years 

after first taking the stage there
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Noel Paul Stookey’s enthusiasm and energy was contagious at The 

Grand on Aug. 9, 50 years and a day after he first performed there.
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The Grand shared this photo of Stookey from his 1975 performance.

see STOOKEY page 4

see CHORAL page 3


